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President's pointe

FERIENDS of the

) ROYAL NEW ZEALAND BALLET
Dear Friends

Welcome back and Happy New Year to all.

This year looks to be an exciting one for
Wellington Friends. We welcome back Matz
Skoog as Interim Artistic Director until
September when our new Artistic Director,
Ethan Stiefel and his partner Gillian Murphy,
arrive in September.

The year starts with TOWER Tutus on Tour
and we look forward to seeing you all at our
Friends special price evening performance at
the Opera House.

Attached is our 2011 diary, with a very
exciting list of events for all Friends. The
committee look forward to meeting you
again. New members, please introduce
yourselves to us, so that we can get to know
you.

Ingrid Witkowski, President

Wellington Branch history A-Z
E - Events (continued) - 1996

Pre-performance Talks

1996 saw the start of the Pre-performance
Talks with Friends, which took place at the St
James Theatre, one hour prior to the
performance.

A Thousand and One Nights
A full rehearsal of A Thousand and One
Nights was attended by Friends and the
choreographer, Gray Veredon.

Swan Lake seminar

80 Friends attended the seminar for the Swan
Lake season, in June. Russell Kerr gave a
talk, and dancers demonstrated some of the
steps. Kristian Fredrikson presented his
wonderful designs and his costumes were
available for people to view. It was at this
time that Kristian Fredrikson gave Wellington
Branch committee approval to publish the
Swan Lake cards featuring his fabulous
designs.

Coppelia

A seminar about the Coppelia season was led
by Matz Skoog, with dancers performing and
Raymond Boyce, the designer, showing a
preview of the costumes.

Swan Lake Celebration at the

Russian Embassy

On Thursday 20" June, with no wind in the air
and a star studded sky, the Russian
Ambassador, Sergei Belyaeva and his wife,
Tatiana, welcomed Friends to the Russian
Embassy, in Karori, to celebrate the Swan
Lake season. It was an evening of Russian
dance, Russian folk songs by Joanna Hislop
and music by the Artemis String Quartet.
Andrei Roudenko, second secretary to the
Embassy, also told many tales about ballet.
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Ambassador Belyaeva's wife, Tatiana, welcomes Wellington Friends to Another example of some of the fantastic costumes
the Russian Embassy. '

Photo: Ingrid Witkowski
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New Artistic Director, Matz Skoog,

A delightful array of delicacies were provided welcomed in March 1996
by the Embassy kitchen.

Matz Skoog
Wellington Friends welcomed to Wellington,
the new Artistic Director, Matz Skoog, with a
luncheon at The Skyline Restaurant, at the
top of the Wellington Cable Car. Matz
arrived in New Zealand with his wife,
Just some of the Russian delicacies provided by our hosts. Amanda Skoog (now General Manager of the

Photo: Ingrid Witkowski g
RNZB) and their young son.
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Dine and Dancers at Parliament

This event was hosted by Liz Tennet MP in
the Banqueting Hall at Parliament. It was a
gracious event, with 96 people in
attendance.

PROGRAMME
DINE & DANCERS AT PARLIAMENT

& @re-dinner drinks %
Selection of Hunters’ wines

<« Soup %
Consomme

& Main Course &
Escalope of Chicken or Canon of Lamb

TALES FROM THE ROYAL NZ BALLET
Jon Trimmer

< (Dessert <
Tropical frust in a brandy basket

@ Coffee & Tea ¢

PARADE OF BALLET COSTUMES
Modelled by Students of the NZ School of Dance
@ianist: Colin Taylor

Acknowledgments
Liz Tennet M P
Alison Underhill, RNZB Wardrobe Department
NZ School of Dance
Colin Taylor, Pianist RNZB

Jon Trimmer, the MC, delighted the crowd,
over dinner, with some of the hilarious
happenings throughout his career. As one
person was heard to say later, he should
write a book - it would be a best seller! We
borrowed over 44 costumes from the RNZB
wardrobe, which were paraded by students
of the New Zealand School of Dance. The
costumes included two from Napoli, Moko, La
Sylphide, Servant of Two Masters and
Coppelia:  three from Salute, Cinderella,
Petrouchka, Hamlet, Witch Boy and Ragtime;
four from Konigsmark; five from The
Nutcracker and six from Wolfgang Amadeus.

Photos by Ingrid Witkowski
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Cousins-Cousins

On the 25" October, the exhibition Cousins-
Cousins was opened by Sir Jon Trimmer,
Leigh Brewer and Sir Jon’s sister, Coral. A
beautiful variety of pottery went on sale.

The Firebird/Drifting Angels

To end the year, we finished with a seminar,
in the Telecom Centre, on The Firebird by
Krzysztof Pastor, who was awarded the Gold
Medal at the 1995 Helsinki International Ballet
Competition. Eric Languet, a dancer with the
RNZB, spoke about his production of Drifting
Angels.

I hope you have enjoyed Part 5 of our A - Z
Wellington Branch history - Ingrid Witkowski.

Coming Events

There is a separate sheet with the whole years
diary on it but the events that are coming up
soon are:

Film Evening: (Saturday 19 February)
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers

Time Cinema, 191 Sutherland Rd, Lyall Bay
7:30pm and a light supper!

See the enclosed flier for further details!
TOWER Tutus on Tour

If you have not purchased your tickets, then
you need to act soon. The 2011 season of
Tower Tutus on Tour will be performed at the
Opera House on the 24, 26 (Friends' night)
and 27 of February.

Featuring Pinocchio & Verdi Variations

Advertisements

Driving Miss Daisy is a safe,
friendly and reliable companion
driving service.

We can drive you to the ballet and provide
whatever help is needed before meeting
you after the performance and driving you
safely home again.

We accept taxi chits and gift vouchers are
available. You'll be surprised how cost
effective we are!

www.drivingmissdaisy.co.nz

Wellington 04 478 5535

Lower Hutt 04 568 2254
Upper Hutt 04 970 6636
Kapiti 0800 948 432

Driving
Miss Daisy

“We're There For You

Have you mastered your computer?

I give individual tuition in your own
home.
I can preserve your memories from
reel to reel tapes, records and cassettes
onto CDs.

I also repair and restore old photos.

yoa
[ \ Cowley

& - Consulting
—

cowleyconsulting.co.nz

Pete Cowley
Ph: 934-6224 or 022-6102-910
Email: pete@cowleyconsulting.co.nz
Website: cowleyconsulting.co.nz

Committee members 2010/2011

Office & portfolios Name

Phone (Hm) Email

President, events, newsletter,

Tutus on Tour Ingrid Witkowski

(04) 387 3994 ingridw@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer, adult & internatonall newsltr,

Webmaster, National Committee Peter Cowley

(04) 934 6224

022-6102-910 pcowley@paradise.net.nz

Minute Secretary, raffles, sales table Valerie Hellberg

(04) 478 3799 valeriehel@xtra.co.nz

Young Friends membership & contact Pam Reader (04) 389 8637 pam.reader@xtra.co.nz
Membership renewals Glenda West (04) 385 4803 walden@actrix.co.nz
Artwork, adult Friends events, newsletter | Angela de Bres (04) 383 7851 angela.debres@xtra.co.nz
InterAct, Forums Lindy Siegert (04) 566 4768 lesiegert@xtra.co.nz

Masterclasses, ballet schools contact Helena Easter

027 275 1737 the5easters@xtra.co.nz

Young Friends Newsletter Karen & Guy Bennett

(04) 939 2252 info@danceonline.co.nz

Sales table & merchandise Mary Cornwelll

(04) 298 1950

|
Behind the Scenes 4



mailto:ingridw@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@danceonline.co.nz
mailto:the5easters@xtra.co.nz
mailto:lesiegert@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Angela.debres@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Glenda.west@justice.govt.nz

	President's pointe
	Wellington Branch history A-Z
	Coming Events
	Advertisements
	Committee members 2010/2011
	Valerie Hellberg
	Glenda West
	Angela de Bres
	Lindy Siegert
	Helena Easter
	Karen & Guy Bennett
	Mary Cornwelll


